
There’s a new look 
taking over cottages 
around the Muskoka 

lakes; many rustic cottages 
are being given a modern 
makeover, flawlessly styled 
and finished with a crisp coat 
of paint. Unlike traditional 
cottages painted inside and 
out in a variety of colourful 
palettes, many cottagers are 
now opting to use their walls to 
add contrast. 

“We’re seeing a lot of people 
go for white interiors and black 
exteriors,” says Chad Gilchrist, 
owner of Roll-On Painting. 
“The colour scheme may seem 
boring, but the stark shades 
play a big role in creating a 
contemporary cottage look.” 

By selecting white interior 
paint, the walls act as a blank 
canvas, ready for pops of 
colour to be added through art, 
furniture and décor. He says 
the same is true for painting the 
cottage’s siding black. 

“When you have a black 
backdrop, all of the outdoor 
furniture really pops,” says 
Chad. “Suddenly, red Muskoka 
chairs and colourful outdoor 
cushions stand out against the 
dark siding.”

Although the look is common 
in new cottages, many older 
cottages are also getting a new 
coat of paint. “Many cottagers 
are renewing their rustic wood 
paneling by painting it over in 
white or off-white.” 

The process is fairly simple, 
says Chad, whose team seals 
the knots in the wood before 
they start painting. 

“What’s great about painting 
wood is that it has that 
sharp look, but still has the 

nice grain texture coming 
through,” he adds. 

Feature Walls 
If you’re looking to freshen 
up a wood paneled room in 
your cottage with paint, Chad 
suggests keeping one of the 
walls untouched to use as an 
accent or feature wall.

“This is also a popular 
trend,” says Chad. “And a fun 
way to tie wooden furniture 
in with the wall.”

Over the years, many 
designers have used bright 
coloured accent walls to create 
visual interest; Chad says 
having a wood paneled wall is a 
similar idea, but it is a lot more 
purposeful.  

“Some designers are even 
taking the flooring and 
continuing it up one of the 
walls,” says Chad. The style 
can be customized to suit the 
cottage’s style. Stained wood 
with a smooth finish gives 
sleek, crisp look, while rough, 
barn board offers a distressed, 
organic feel. 

Tone and texture 
Either way, adding wood is a 
sure way to add texture to any 
room. “If your walls aren’t wood 
paneled already, you can create 
the look with a tongue and 
groove MDF board. It’s a low 
cost option but it looks great 
when painted.” 

If you’re not sure about 
your colour choice, Roll-On 
Painting’s interior decorators 
can meet with you to discuss 
what shade will look best for 
your space. 

After-season care 
Whether you’re considering 
making over your cottage or 

just freshening it up, Chad 
suggests arranging for painters 
to come in after the summer 
season is over.

“Paint fumes and wet walls 
don’t work well with family 
engagements,” says Chad. 
“While your family is up at 
the cottage, the last thing you 
want is for painters getting in 
the way.” 

With Roll-On Painting 
scheduling work is simple: set 
up an in-home consultation 
to go over what needs to be 
done. “We’ll draw up a quote 
for you, and arrange a time to 
come back and get started,” 
says Chad. “Just leave us with 
a key and we’ll make sure your 
home looks fresh for when you 
return.” 

Chad knows there’s a level of 
trust that goes into leaving your 
cottage in someone else’s hands. 

That’s why he and his team 
come into each painting project 
with an added level of care. 

“Before we get started, we 
take pictures of every wall 
and mantle to make sure we 
remember where each frame is 
hung and each vase and coaster 
sits. Then we cover every piece 
of furniture to make sure the 
only place paint ends up is on 
your walls.” 

For Roll-On Painting, no 

cottage is too remote to get to. 
They’ve added two boats to 
their company fleet this year, 
making island cottages easier 
to access. 

“We don’t want our clients to 
have to worry about shuttling us 
back and forth from the island,” 
says Chad. “We want to keep 
each cottage looking fresh, 
without adding stress to the 
cottage owner.” DS
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Clean colours make any cottage feel sophisticated
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