
If you haven’t painted the 
exterior of your cottage 
in some time, you 

might be surprised by the 
innovations that have come 
to the forefront over the past 
few years.

From paints that will look 
brand new for more than 
10 years, to paints that 
can be applied outdoors in 
the winter, the industry is 
evolving quickly.

“We have access to products 
that people have never heard 
off,” says Chad Gilchrist, the 
owner of Roll-On Painting. 

Chad’s been in the paint 
business for 20 years and he 
says some of the products 
available for exterior painting 
now are truly mind-boggling.

Extremely durable 
“We now have access to silicone 
paint. Nothing sticks to it – no 
other paint, no primer; water 
just bounces off it,” says Chad. 
“We can get any colour and 
you can virtually guarantee 
that in 10 years it’s going 
to look like new. I painted a 
cottage on Six Mile Lake last 
year and he probably won’t 
ever need to do it again.”

Chad says their ability to obtain 
custom paint from their supplier 
in Toronto presents them with 
some interesting opportunities.

 “We tell them what we need 
the paint to do and they will 
manufacture it to do that 
function,” says Chad. “For 
example we can paint outside in 
the winter down to minus 15. 
No other paint will do that.” 

Chad’s company has expanded 
over the years to cover an area 
stretching from Bradford to 
North Bay. During that time 
they’ve put a great deal of effort 
into building relationships with 
manufacturers to ensure they 
can get their hands on the latest 
and best materials.

Greener alternatives 
In recent years, Chad says a 
lot of the advances have been 
spurred on by the need to find 
greener alternatives to the 
traditional ways of painting. 

“We use as many products as 
we can that are not hazardous 
and we take a lot of steps to be 
as environmentally conscious as 
possible,” he says. “One ounce 
of Varsol can contaminate 
10,000 gallons of drinking water 
so we need to be very prudent 

about how we handle waste.”  

Chad has also taken all of the 
necessary steps to make Roll-
On a registered toxic waste 
generating company with the 
Ministry of the Environment.

“That might sound like a 
bad thing bit it’s actually a 
very good thing,” he says. “It 
means we have to follow all 
of the proper procedures for 
handling and disposing of 
our waste. Any dirty solvents 
or leftover paint, anything 
contaminated or spent, we 
collect it and several times a 
year we hire a waste collection 
company who will dispose of it 
according to the law.”

Roll-On Painting pays a fee for 
everything they dispose of, and 
it isn’t cheap, so there’s also a 
financial impetus for painters to 
find non-toxic alternatives.

Keeping it green is also now 
preferred in sandblasting, 
and Chad says the trend is 
towards using some type of 
environmentally friendly 
medium (they primarily use 
walnut shells) to do the blasting.

“It takes layers of paint right off 
the wood. You can essentially 

take it back to the original so it’s 
ready to stain or apply a clear 
coat, depending on the look 
they’re after,” says Chad.

The natural look  
Getting back to that natural 
look is something clients are 
increasingly after, especially in 
Muskoka. Chad says sometimes 
blasting away the existing paint 
is the only option.  

“If it’s an older place that has 
20 layers of oil paint, quite 
often just painting it again is 
not the solution,” he says. “It 
can get to the point where 
the paint or stain won’t even 
adhere anymore. The paint is so 
heavy gravity’s pulling it off the 
building and it starts to curl and 
do strange things.” 

Chad points out that Roll-On’s 
staff are all safety certified and 
have plenty of experience and 
training to get at wherever the 
work needs to be done.

If you opt for the natural 
look, Chad says there are 
also environmentally friendly 
options when it comes to the 
clear coat.

“There are lots of different 
options for clear products but 
Sansin is the one I typically 
recommend,” he says. “It’s a 
really good environmentally 
friendly, long-lasting product. 
You pay a bit more for it but it’s 
worth it.”

The type of exterior paint you 
use will also depend largely on 
the location of the structure 
being painted. For example, a 
cottage that stays in the shade 
and could be prone to mildew 
will need a different type of 
paint than a boathouse that sits 
in the sun all day.

There’s a lot think about when 
it comes to paint, but with the 
advances of today it’s easily 
possible to do right, by your 
cottage and your lake. DS
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