
The air is fresh, crisp 
and clean. Naturally, 
you want your 

cottage to feel the exact same 
way. It’s true that a fresh coat 
of paint is the fastest and 
easiest way to refresh the look 
of your home, but don’t move 
so fast. Just because the snow 
is gone, doesn’t mean that 
your home is ready for a new 
coat of paint. 

“Many home owners are so 
eager,” says Chad Gilchrist, 
owner of Roll-On Painting. 
“But what many don’t realize 
is how the weather and wood 
preparation play into when 
and how long a painting 
project will take.” 

The key, says Chad, is to find 
a painter that not only knows 

how to apply a fresh coat to 
your home’s exterior, but also 
when painting conditions  
are best.  

“The evening temperature 
should not drop below 6 
degrees Celsius,” says Chad. 
“Even though the mid-day 
temperature may be warm 
enough for painting, if the 
dew point is low, the paint 
will stay wet and won’t cure 
like it should.”

A knowledgeable painter will 
also be able to properly strip 
the wood, and prepare it for 
a new coat. 

“Before you ever start 
painting, you need to prep 
the wood,” says Chad. This 
can include sanding and 

scraping the wood to remove 
uneven edges and f laking  
old paint. 

“The amount of paint prep 
that goes into a job should 
take as much or more time 
than it will actually take 
to paint,” says Chad. “If 
that prep isn’t done well, 
your paint will not adhere 
properly. Not only will 
you be left with an uneven, 
messy-looking paint job,  
the job will not last as long 
as it should.” 

When done properly, 
exterior paint can last five to 
eight years before needing to 
be redone. 

“It depends on the age of the 
building. Older wood needs 

to be attended to more often,” 
says Chad. “But the key here 
is prevention. If you maintain 
your paint every five years, it 
will keep looking beautiful 
and will be less expensive in 
the long run.” 

Quality is king 
There may be areas where 
you can choose a lower 
cost option with little to 
no repercussions, but your 
exterior paint is not one  
of them. 

“Although it may seem 
economical to go with a 
cheaper paint, it will actually 
cost you more in the long 
run,” says Chad. 

Cheaper paints generally last 
half as long as higher quality 

paint. If you end up retouching 
your home each year, you will 
be spending more money on 
labour than you would have 
saved in materials. 

If you’re not sure which 
paint is the highest quality, 
Chad suggests leaving the 
paint selection to a quality 
painter or reputable painting 
company. 

“Roll-On Painting has been 
in business for 25 years, and 

most of our staff members 
have been with us for at 
least five of those years,” 
says Chad. “Not only do we 
know which paint is best 
for each area of your home, 
but we will save you money 
by purchasing the paint at a 
discounted price point.” 

If you have a specific brand 
that you prefer, Chad and 
his team can work within 
your preferences and find 
paint within the brand that 

still maintains their quality 
standards. 

“If you let us know the colour 
you want and the area it is for, 
we will find the right paint 
for you,” says Chad. “It’s 
less leg work for you, and it 
ensures that we have the right 
kind of paint and the right 
amount needed.” 

No worries  
When choosing a painting 
company, be sure to ask about 

their procedures to protect 
themselves while they care 
for your home. 

“It may not be something 
you immediately think about, 
but safety procedures are 
always an important factor to 
consider,” says Chad.

Chad and his staff are 
fully trained for safety and 
insured. Each employee also 
uses harnesses and ties when 
working from heights to 
reduce the risk of falling. 

“We want our customers to 
have peace of mind that their 
home will be painted safely, 
look great and last for years 
to come,” says Chad. DS
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The right expertise can keep your exterior looking great for years to come
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“If the prep isn’t done well,  
your paint will  

not adhere properly.”
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